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What would Sarah Schenirer sa V she would walk into some of our homes foday? In many; she

would shed tears of joy for the shelves laden with seforim. In others, she might be shocked at what
shares space on the shelves with those Hebrew books.

the upbuilding and maintenance of Torah institutions,
which was headed by Dr. Shmuel {Leo) Deutschlander,

From then on, Dr. Deutschlander threw himself
completely into the work of organizing, expanding and
raising financial support for the burgeoning Bais Yaa-
kov movement. This was in addition to the pedagogical
genius that he contributed to the Bais Yaakov Seminar-
ies in Cracow and Vienna. Without this organization
and support, the movement could never have attained
the dimension of success that it did.

Beyond question, however, the inspiration and the
personality of Sara Schenirer and the Divine help that
she merited were the decisive factors in the miraculous
growth of Bais Yaakov. She was not only the founder,
the teacher, the leader, the mother of her talmidos whom
she called “Kinder”; she was the message. It was her
qualities of soul, her emunah and bitachon—her unflagging
faith and trust in the A-Imighty, her love for Torah, her
Yiras Shomayim, her enthusiasm, her simplicity and her
single-minded devotion to the ideal of Bais Yaakov that
inspired her talmidos. She was the living example of
everything she sought to impart to her students.

Enough Time-to Make 2 Judgment

Now-—fifty years after her passing, and almost
seventy years from the beginning of her dream—we
¢an perhaps begin to make an attempt to evaluate her
significance in the history of Klal Yisroel. Aside from the
obvious parallel between the educational reforms of
Yehoshua ben Gamla and Sarah Schenirer, there is
another striking similarity between the two. Just as the
world of Yehoshua ben Gamla and all he had built up
was destroyed with the churban Beis Hamikdask, so too was
the world of Sara Schenirer, all of her beloved schools,
and the vast majority of her precious lalmidos destroyed
in the awesome churban of European Jewry. And just as
that takana of Yehoshua ben Gamla made it possible to
reconstruct the world of Torah after the Churban, so was
it with the lakana of Sara Schenirer’s Bais Yaakov.

Qur sages tell us that G-d creates the cure before the
injury (Megilla 13b). Had Yehoshua Ben Gamla not
made that takana before the churban, there would have
been no way to pick up the shattered pieces of the Torah
world after the churban. His was the zechus to be the
messenger of Divine Providence that Torah not be for-
gotten. So too in our time, just before the greatest
cataclysm that befell the Jewish people since the Des-
truction of the Second Temple, there had to be a
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Divinely-inspired revolution which would turn the tide
and fulfill the Divine promise:
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“And it will come to pass when evils and troubles will
come upon them, this song will testify before them . ..
for it shall not be forgotten from the mouths of their seed. . "
(Devarim 31, 21). At the time when the greatest destruc-
tion befalls the Jewish People, the Torah will bear wit-
ness to the indestructibility of that People, because pre-
cisely at that time there will be a Divinely-inspired
development toinsure that Torah will not be forgotten.
The Torah does not say, “It will not be forgotten from
the mouths of their sons,” but from all their children.

From the phenomenal success Sarah Schenirer real-
ized, one can see that she was indeed the Divine instru-
ment for this historic fulfillment, insuring the future of
Torah—and not only the future of Torah among girls
and women. ... If you walk into the Beis Midrash in
Lakewood or Telz, or Mir, or in hundreds of other
Yeshivos and Kollelim in this country and in Erefz Yisroel,
you will see thousands of young men-—Kollel scholars
dedicating their lives to Torah. Without wives who
share their dedication and are willing to forego many of
life’s comforts to enable their husbands to learn Torah,
these Kollelim could not exist. These heroic young
women are the products of Torah revolution begun by
Sarah Schenirer.

Now, forty years after the Churban, when we have
witnessed the miraculous rebirth of Bais Yaakov here,
in Erelz Yisroel, and in England and Europe through the
inspired efforts of a handful of Sarah Schenirer’s talmidos
... now, when we see how this made possible the glor-
ious renaissance of the Torah world, ! believe that we
can say, “Remember that woman for good—her name
was Sarah Schenirer—for were it not for her, Torah
would have been forgotten from Israel.”

TN |]. Beyond a “Hesped” ISR

The gathering marking her Yahrzeit was unequivo-
cally an historic occasion, and we cannot permit it to go
by with just a hesped. Let us not fall into the trap of
making Sarah Schenirer some untouchable saint whose
memory we revere. We must understand not only what
she meant for her generation, but what her significance
and her message is for our and future generations.

The name she chose for her life’s work was not justan
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apt borrowing from the interpretation of the Sages on
the verse introducing the Torah to the Jewish people on
Mt. Sinai:

.++ 3P 25 NN D “So shall you speak to the House of Jacob™
vo . {Shemaos 19, 3)—these are the women,”. . . and say 1o 1 he
sons of Israel"~—these are the men. (See Rashi ibid}

The name Bais Yaakov—literally, the. House of Yaa-
kov—was a statement of the basic purpose of the

movement, the rededication and resanctification of the °

Jewish home,

Inone of her letters, she explained why the A-lmighty
addressed the women at Sinai before the men: because
the Jewish mother would educate the next generation—
on her lap, the children will become imbued with a love
for Torah and fear of Heaven; thus, they insure the
spiritual survival of the Jewish people. But even more,
the description of Jewish women as Bais Yaakov conveys
an idea—not that “a woman’s place is in the home,” but
that the woman is the home.

The Torah tells us of the Kohein Gadof on Yom Kippur
112 Tvar 12 wn(Vayikra 16, 6): "He shall atone for him-
self and for his house”—his house—that is his wife
{Mishna Yoma 1, 1). Without a wife, the Kohein Gadol had
no home and was unfit for the Yom Kippur service.

The Impetus for Action

Sarah Schenirer was first moved to begin her work of
bringing Torah to Jewish girls because of the break-up
of the Jewish home. Wherever she turned, she saw
young girls, bored and uninspired, completely lacking in
understanding and appreciation of the beauty of Torah,
becoming estranged from their devout mothers and
fathers. She felt that she must impart to them the
inspiration that she herself felt, which would lead them
to understand that the ideal of the Jewish woman was to
be the Jewish home.

A Home For The Shechina

The Jewish home is not as simple as all that. The
Jewish home is the sanctuary where the Shechina rests.
When our Father Yitzchak took Rivka as a wife, the
Torahs tell us: (19, T PwRAD) BN MW AAND AN And
Yitzchak brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah—(Bereishis
24, 67). The Baal Haturim points out that the word indnnn
is used in Tanach eight times, which is an allusion to the
eight places where the Divine Presence rested: The
Mishkan, Gilgal, Shiloh, Nov, Giveon, the First Beis
Hamikdash, the Second Beis Hamikdash, and the Beis
Hamikdash of the future—may it be built speedily in
our days! These were the communal sanctuaries of the
jewish people where the Skechina rested—but the foun-
dation of them all was yoxt mw nbnnn the tent of Sarah,
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that tent which had a 'n from the Divine name before it
and another m after it. The tents of the Avos and Imahos
were the resting place of the Divine Presence.

The Ramban, in his introduction to Shemos tells us that
the redemption from Egypt was not complete until the
Jewish People had come to Sinai, and built the Mishkan.
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“And the Holy One once again caused His Shechina to
rest among them. Then they had returned to the
exalted state of their fathers upon whose tents rested
the Divine Presence.”

The Mishkan on a national collective scale was nothing
more than areturn to the glory of the individual homes
of the patriarchs, which is hinted at in the word
mn e ndnxn—the Tent of his mother Sarah.*

This was the ideal of the Jewish home that our latter
day Sarah dreamed to revitalize. Indeed, her talmidos also
called her “Qur Mother Sarah.”

JICOREN |1]. Different Battles, Same War WENENNIR

It was Sarah Schenirer’s overriding concern to raise
generations of Jewish daughters who, with their love of
Torah, could withstand the blandishments of modern
culture and find their fulfillment in serving Hashem by
establishing homes where the Shechina could dwell,

Thechallenges that our generation must face are not
the same that Sarah Schenirer faced, but then again
they are really not that different.

In an article in the Bais Yaakov fournal (#43), following
the second convention of Bnos Agudas Yisroel-—whose
spiritual leader Sara Schenirer was—she wrote of the
amazement of irreligious journalists that there are
“young girls today who speak not about the cinema and

*The Matriarchs were 30 imbued with this ideal of establishing a
home for the Divine Presence, that their lives had no meaning if this
mission were not fulfilled.
AN N2 ON PN NI X0 1A NP PR O PP 0NN
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And Rioka said to Yitzchok: "My life is unbearable becawse of the deughters of Chais
(Eisav’s wives): if Yaakoo takes @ wife from the daughters of Chais Jike these . . of
what purpose is my life?” {Bereishis 27, 46) The Baal Halwrim says the letterp
from the word 1nypis small because she saw that the Beis Hamikdash
whose height was one hundred cubits {the numerical value of p}
would be destroyed,

Rivka's life had meaning only if the wives of her sons would
contribute to the building of the Sanctuary—not ym its destruction,
as did the wives of Eisav. For it was the descendants of Eisav who
finally destroyed the Second Temple. Rivka, in her prophetic vision,
saw that this would be the result of the type of home the wives of
Eisav would establish. For the Shkechina cannot dwell in the Beis

Hamikdask of the Jewish people if there is no room for it in their
individual tents.
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the theater, and not about fashions and luxuries, but
about how to organize in the battle against the empti-
ness of modern life.”

“The delegates,” she continues, “spoke about Torah,
Avoda and Gemillus Chassadim, How great was my joy to
have lived to see the children of my spiritual aspirations
with such seriousness of purpose, imbued with so much
enthusiasm!”

Ttis no longer necessary to fight for acceptance of the
idea that girls should study Torah. That battle was
fought and won by Sarah Schenirer, with the encour-
agement of the Chofetz Chaim and other Gedolei Yisro!
of that time.

We no longer have to worry about the lure of the
Polish theater and the Polish novel. But is there really a
basic difference between the theater of our day and the
theater of Pre-War Poland, between the Polish novel
and the American novel? The battleground may have
changed, but the enemy is the same—only much more
sophisticated. For the enemy has learned how toinvade
our homes and coexist—or what is perhaps worse,
synthesizz—with Torah learning.

A “Visit” From Sarah

What would Sarah Schenirer have to say if she would
walk into some of our homes today?

In many she would shep nachas—she would shed tears
of joy that her spiritual heiresses had set up homes of
Torah, Avoda and Gemiflus Chassadim, where the Shechina
could find its place.

in others, she would walk into the living room and
would surely rejoice to see book shelves heavy with Shas,
Mishnayos, Tanach, Mussar Seforim, English books and peri-
odicals of Torah thought. But she would see other types
of literature, as well. She might pick up one of those
books or periodicals, leaf through it and turn pale. She

_might drop it in revulsion and exclaim: Ve ot WON
MK TIND PN PUTND “You're not even allowed to hold
this in your hand.”

She might notice a piece of furniture she had never
seen in Cracow—a cabinet-like box with a glass screen
in front, She would ask one of the girls of the house,
"What's this?”

The girl might answer, a bit uncomfortably, “Oh,
that. ... That’s a new thing which provides us with
news and educational programs and a bit of entertain-
ment.”

And Sarah Schenirer would say, "Nu, let's have a
look,” and the girl might hesitate a bit. At Sarah Sche-
nirer’s urging she would turn it on and the two of them
would sit down to watch an hour of prime time T.V.
Most probably Sarah Schenirer would not makeit to the
end of the hour. ...

We could go on with this little fancy. But is it really
necessary!

h 1]

We no longer have to worry as Sarah Schenirer did of
the theater and the movies. Who of our Bais Yaakov girls
would think of going to loday’s movies? But what have we
done? We have brought the theater and the movies and
the whole non-Jewish value system into our living
rooms.

Quer thirly years ago a husband and wife came before my
Rebbe, the lale Telshe Roshe Yeshiva, Reb Eliyahu Meir

. Block Yryv. The woman had a complaint, It seems that the
husband had inherited a Sefer Torak and had set it up in a
small Aron Kodesh, which he had made for it in their living
raom. Ever since the Torak had been brought inlo the house,
the couple had suffered one misfortune after another. “How
can we have a Sefer Torah in eur home,” the woman eried to
the Rosh Yeshiva, "when we have a lelevision in the same
room?”

“You're righl,” said Reb Elya Meir. “So what do vou
suggest?”

He was shocked by her answer:
Torah oul of the house!”

When the Rosh Yeshiva lold This over to us, he was beside
himself: “See what we have come fo? There is no longer room
in a Jewish home for a Sefer Torah! Instead of laking ot the
T.V., the woman came fo a Rav lo ask that The Sefer Torah be
laken out!”

If the woman is the home, then it is her personality,
her priorities, her set of values that will permeate the
home. It is she, in most cases, who will make the deci-
sions that will determine whether her home is one into

“Let him lake the Sefer

which a Sefer Torah can be brought, one in which the

Shechina can find a resting place.

The On-Going Revolution

Sarah Schenirer began a revolution. It was not a
violent revolution. Hers was a quiet revolution of tznius,
which changed the course of history. Today that revo-
lution has to take the form of palace coup in which our
proud Jewish daughters reassert the supremacy of the
King of Kings and His Torah in their own homes,

They must begin thinking in terms of pnormes and
values. They must ask themselves:

What is important lo me as a person? Is it the latest fashion
being worn on the avenue, the latest wig style, which would better
fit a movie starlel than an Isha Kasheira? Or is it my personal
understanding of what it means to be a Jewish woman, a Jewish
wife and mother?

What is important in my home? Is it the furnilure and the
decor, or is il the atmosphere of Kedusha, which will allow my
husband and children to learn Torah, and will make a place for
the King? What formulates my outlook on life, my hashkafa, and
that of my children? Is it Tanach and the words of the Chacha-
mim? Or is it the moral and cultural poilution which seeps out
from even the commercials and ads of the medial

Are business and professional careers means of making a
livelihood, as they should be, or have they become goals in life?
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If Sarah Schenirer had to give us 2 message today, |
believe it would be the same message she gave her
talmidos in her lifetime. She would quote the same p'sukim
which were always on her tongue:

PRRYI D AN YT Serve Hashem with simcha, Sadness, des-
pondency, despair—these have no place in the ranks of
our vibrant, dynamic, young girls and women. joy and
gladness? For sure! But let the simcha be in serving
Hashem, not in the fleeting fancies which the modern
world calls good times.

vo) nwn nn NN The Torah of Hashem is perfect, it
resores the soul. Let us realize that all we seek can be found
in Torah. The sophistication and self-styled intellectual-
ism of the college campus and of secular literature are
very attractive, But they can never approach the perFec-
tion of Torah—and they can never affect the inner
person~they can never restore the nefesh—the soul of
man or woman. At this historic occasion of 50 years
since the passing of thatimmortal woman who began it
all, let us rededicate ourselves to that sublime ideal of
- Bais Yaakov and go in the light of Hashem! n
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Give Your Summer a Torah Dimensionl
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ANNUAL YESHIVAS YARCHE! HALLAH
LAKEWOOQOD /..

AN D — AN VD
August 4 - August 15

A UNIQUE OFFPORTUNITY FOR ©'27331 NN Tty

Three 01v A Day, D" Wy In Germorah & Agadah
Special Program for Women
Day Camp Faclildes For Children

For Information and Reservations Contact:
Lkwd. - Rabbi Yisroe! Kellner 201-363-1761
N.Y. - Rabbl Aaron Pam 718-633 7986

Toronto - Rabbl Yehoshua Crenmak 416-789-0122

Chlcago - Rabbi Yaacov Biron 312-973-7759
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